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2 Kincs X. 15. 


And when he departed thence, he lighted on Jehona» 
dab the = of Rechab coming to meet him. And he 
ſaluted him and ſaid, Is thine heart right as my heart 
is with thy heart ? And Jehonadab anſwered, It is. 
If it be, Give me thine hand, | 


. Bo T7 is allowed even by thoſe who do not pa 
this great debt, that love is due to all 
mankind : the royal law, Thou ſhalt love thy netghbour 
as thyſelf, carrying its own evidence to all that hear 
it, And that, not according to the miſerable con- 
ſtruction put upon it by the Zealots of old times, 
Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour, thy relation, acquain- 
tance, friend, and hate thine enemy; not ſo, I ſay 
unto you, ſaith our Lord, Love your enemies, bleſs them 
that curſe you : do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them that deſpitefully uſe and, perſecute you that ye 
may be the children, may appear ſo to all mankind, 
your Father which is in heaven, whomaketh his ſun to riſe 
on the evil and on the good, and ſendet rain on the juſt 


and on the unjuſt, 
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2. But it is ſure, there is a peculiar love Which 


we owe to thoſe that love God, So David, All my 
delight is upon the ſaints that are in the earth, and u 
Jack as excel in virtue, And fo a greater than — 
A new commanament I give unto you, that ye love one 
another : as 1 have loved you, that ye alſo love one ano- 
ther, By this fhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, 


_ 
- 
* 
. 
* 


i ye love one another. John xiii. 34 35, This is that 


love on which the apoſtle 7ohn ſo frequently and 
ſtrongly infiits, 7 hes, ſaith he, ts the meſſage that 
ye haveheard from the beginning, that we ſhould love one 
another, 1 John iii. 11. Hereby perceive we the love of 
God, becauſe he laid down his life for us. And we ought, 
if love ſhould call us thereto, to "ay down our lives 


for the brethren, v. 16. And again, beloved, let us love | 


one another, for love is of God, He that loveth not, 
knoweth not God : for God ts love, c, iv. 7, 8, Not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and ſent his ſon 
to be the propitiation for our fins. Beloved, if God fo 
loved us, we ought alſo to love one another, v. 10, 11, 
g. All men approve of this, But do all men 
-praQtiſe it ? Daily hr gem ſhews the contrary, 
Where are even tlie Chriſtians who love one another, 
'@s he. hath given us commandment ? How many hin- 
drances lie in the way? The two grand, general 
hindrances are, firſt, that they cannot all think 
alike: and in conſequence of this, ſecondly, they 


o 


cannot all walkalike : but in ſeveral ſmaller points 


their practice muſt differ, in proportion to the dif- 
ference of their ſentiments. 


8 But although a difference in opinions or modes 


of worſhip, may prevent an intire external union, 
yet need it prevent our union in affection ? Though 
we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? 
May we not be of one heart, though we are not 
-of one opinion ? Without all doubt we may, 
- Herein' all the children of God may unite, not- 
withſtanding theſe ſmaller differences, Thele re- 
maining as they are, they may forward one ano- 
ther, in love and in good works. "i, 466 


bh fs | Surely | 


| 


(789 
Surely in this refpe&, the example of Zehu 
himſelf, as mixt a character as he was of, is well 
worthy both the attention and imitation, of every 
ſerious Chriſtian, And when he was departed thence, 


he lighted _ the ſon of Rechab e to 
meet him, And he ſaluted him and ſaid, Is thine heart 


night, as my heart is with thy heart ? And Jehonadab,. 


anſwered, it is. If it be, give me thine hand. 

The text naturally divides itſelf in two parts, 
firſt, a queſtion propoſed by Jehu to Jehonadab, 
1s thine heart right as my heart ts with thy heart ? Se- 
condly, an offer made on Jehonadab's anſwering, 
It ts, If it be, give me thine hand, 


I, 1 And, firſt, let us conſider the queſtion 
propoſed by Jehu to Jehonadab, Ts thine heart right, 
ag my heart is with thy heart? 

The very fcſt thing we may obſerve in theſe 
words, is that here is no enquiry concerning Je- 
honadab's opinions. And yet it is certain, he held 
ſome which were, very uncommon, indeed quite 
peculiar to himſelf: and ſome which had a cloſe 
influence upon practice; on which likewiſe he 

laid fo, great a ſtreſs, as to intail them upon his 
children's children, to their lateſt poſterity, This 
is evident from the account given by Jeremiah, 
many years after his death, I tool Jaazaniah and 
has brethren, and all his ſons, and the whole houſe of the 
Rechabites And ſet before them pots full of wine and 
cups, and ſaid unto them,drink ye wine, But they ſaid, we 
wall drink no wine ; for Jonadab (or Jehonadab) the 


' Jon of Rechab our father (it would be leſs ambiguous 


if the words were placed thus, Jehonadab our fa- 
ther the fon of Rechab, out of love and reverence 
to whom he probably deſired his deſcendants 
might be called by his name) @mmanded us, ſaying, 
Ye ſhall drink no wine, neither ye Ror your ſons for ever. 
Neither ſhall ye build houſe, nor ſold. ſeed, nor plant vine» 
-yard, nor have any ; but all your days ye ſhall dwell in 
tent. And we have obeyed and done according to all that 
Jonadab our father commanded us, Jer, xxxv. g--10. 
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2. And yet Jehu (although it ſeems to have 
been his manner, both in things ſecular and reli- 
gious to drive furiouſly) does not concern himſelf 
at all with any of theſe things, but lets Jehonadab 
abound'in his own ſenſe, And neither of them ap- 
pears to have given the others the leaſt diſturbance, 
touching the opinions which he maintained. * 
3. Tis very poſſible, that many good men now 
alſo may entertain peculiar opinions; and ſome of 
them may be as ſingular herein, as even Jehonadab 
was. And it'tis certain, ſo long as we know but in 
bart, that all men will not ſee all things alike, It 
is an unavoidable conſequence of the preſent weak · 
neſs and ſhortneſs of human underſtanding, that 
ſeveral men will be of ſeveral minds, in religion 
as well as in common life. So it has been — 
the beginning of the world, and ſo it will be tik 
#he reſtitution of all things. 3 | 
4. Nay farther : although every man neceſſarily 
believes, that every particular opinion which he 
Holds is true (for, to believe any opinion is not 
true, is the ſame thing as, not to hold it:) yet cap 
no man be aſſured, that all his 'own opinion 
tak en together, are true. Nay every thinking man 
is aſſured, they are not; ſeeing lumanum eſt errare et 
neſcire. To be ignorant of many things and to 
miſtake in ſome, is the neceſſary condition of hu- 
manity, This therefore he is ſenſible is his own 
caſe, He knows in the general, that he himſelf is 
miſtaken, Although in what particulars he miſ. 
takes, he does not, perhaps cannot know, "+ 
5. I fay, perhaps he cannot know, For who 
can tell how far invincible ignorance may extend 7 
Or (what comes to the ſame thing) invincible pre- 
judice : which is ſo often fixt in tender minds, 
that it is afterwards,impoſſible to tear up what has 
taken ſo deep a root. And who can ſay; unleſs he 
knew every circumſtance attending it, how far any 
miſtake is culpable ? ſeeing all guilt muſt ſuppoſe 
ſome concurrence of the will: of which he onl 
can judge who ſearcheth the heart, WS 
2% „„ 1 1 6. Every 
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6. Every wiſe man therefore will allow others 
the ſame liberty of thinking, which he defires they 
ſhould allow him: and will no more inſiſt on their 
embracing his opinions, than he would have them 
to infilt on his embracing theirs, He bears with 
thoſe who differ from him, and only aſks him 
with whom he defires to unite in love, that fingle 
queſtion, 1s thine heart right, as my heart is with thy 
OE 5 | 
7. We may, ſecondly, obſerve, that here is no 
enquiry made, concerning Jehonadab's mode of 
worſhip: although 'tis highly probable, there was 
in this -reſpet allo, a very wide difference between 
them. For we may well believe Jehonadab as well 
as all his poſterity, worſhipped God at Jerufalem: 
whereas jehu did not; he had more regard to ſtate- 
policy than religion, And therefore although he 
ſlew the worſhippers of Baal, and deſtroyed Baal out 
of Iſrael : yet from the convenient ſin of *ero boham, 
the worſhip of the golden calves, he departed not, 
2 Kings x, 29. | 7 Bp 
38. But even among men of an upright heart, 
men who defire to have a conſcience void of offence, it 
muſt needs be, that as long as there are various 
inions, there will be various ways of worſhip. 
ping God: ſeeing a variety of opinion neceſſarily 
implies a variety of practice. And as in all ages, 
men have difftred in nothing more than in their 
Opinions concerning the ſupreme Being, ſo in 
nothing have they more differed from each other, 
than in the manner of worſhipping him, Had 
this-been only. in the heathen world, it would not. 
have been at all ſurprizing, For we know thoſe. 
by their wiſdom knew not Cod; nor therefore could 
they know how to worſhip him, But is it not 
| ſtrange, that even in the Chriſtian world, although 
they all agree in the general, God is a Spirit, and they 
that wor ſhip him muſt wor ſhip him in ſpirit and in truth: 
yet the particular modes of worſhipping God, are 
almoſt as various as among the Heathens ? | 
9. And how ſhall we chuſe, among ſo much 
variety ? No man can chuſe for, or preſcribe to 
| 5 | another, 


a abate of this zeal. 


% 


another. But every one muſt follow the dictates 


of his own conſcience, in 1 and godly 


ſincerity. He muſt be fully perſuaded in his own 
mind, and then act according to the beſt light he 
has, - Nor has any creature power, to conſtrain 
another to walk by his own rule, God has given 
no right to any of the children of men, thus to 

lord it over the conicience of his brethren, But 
every man muſt judge for himſelf, as every 'man 
muſt give an account of himſelf to God, . 

10, Although therefore every follower of 
Chriſt is obliged by the very nature of the Chriſtian 
inſtitution, to be a member of ſome particular con- 
gregation or other, ſome church, as it is uſually 
termed : (which A a particular manner of 
worſhipping God; for two cannot walk together 
unleſs they be agreed. ;) yet none can be obliged by 
any power on earth, but that of his own con- 


| ſcience, to prefer this or that congregation to ano- 
| ther, this or that particular manner of worſhi 
I knov it is commonly ſuppoſed, that the place of 


our birth, fixes the church to which we ought 10 
belong : that one, for inſtance, who is burn in 
England ought to be a member of that. which is 
ſtiled the church of England, and conſequently to 


dern God in the particular manner which is 
e 


preſcribed by that church. I was once a zealous 
maintainer of this: but I find many reaſons to 
J fear, it is attended with ſuch 
difficulties, that no reaſonable man can get over, 


Not the leaſt of which is, that if this zule had took 


Place, there could have been no reformation from 
property : ſeeing itintirely deſtroys the right of 


private judgment, on which that whole reforma- 


tion ſtands, | | | 4 
11. I dare not therefore preſume to impoſe my 
mode of worſhip on any other. I believe it is 
no rule for another, I aik not therefore of him 
with whom I would unite in loves“ Are you of 
my church ? of my congregation ? Do you receive 
the ſame form of church goyernment, and . 

t 
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i 
the ſame. church- offices with me ? Do you join in 
the fame form of prayer, wherein I worſhip 
God ?” I inquire not, do you receive the ſupper 

fthe Lord, in the ſame poſture and manner that 
I do? nor, whether in the adminiſtration of ba 
tilm, you agree with me, in admitting ſureties for 
the baptized? In the manner of adminiſtring it ? 
or the age of theſe to whom it ſhould be adminiſ- 
tred ? Nay, 1 aſk not you (as clear as I am in 
my own mind) whether you allow baptiſm and 
the Lord's ſupper at all ? Let all theſe things ſtand 
by: we will talk of them, if need be, at a more 
convenient ſeaſon, My only queſtion at preſent is 
this, Is thine heart right, as my heart is with thy heart ? 
12, But what is properly implied in the quel- 
tion ? I do not mean what did Jehu imply therein? 


but what ſhould a follower of Chriſt underſtand' 


thereby, when he propoſes it to any of his bre- 
P 


thren 15 
Ihe firſt thing implied in this: Is thy heart 
right with God f Doſt thou believe his being, 
and his perfections ? his eternity, immenſity, 
wiſdom, power : his juſtice, mercy and truth ? 
Doſt thou believe, that he now upholdeth all things 
by the word of his power ? And that he governs even 
the moſt- minute, even the moſt noxious, to his 
own glory and the good of them that love him ? 
Haſt thou adivine evidence, a ſupernatural con- 
viction, of the things of God ? doit thou walk by 
Faith not by fight ? looking not at temporal things, but 
things eternal. 8 2 
1. Doſt thou believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
God over all, blefſed for ever ? Is he revealed in thy 
ſoul? Doſt thou know Jeſus Chriſt and him crucyfied? 
Does he dwell in thee, and thou in him ? Is he formed 
in thy heart by faith ? Having abſolutely dilclaimed 
all thy own works, thy own righteouſneſs, haſt 
thou ſubmitted thyſelf unto the righteouſneſs of God, 
which ts by faith in Chriſt Jeſus ? Art thou found in 
hum, not having thy own righteouſneſs, but the righteouſs 
neſs which is by faith ? And art thou, through him, 
— Igling 


FA 


tw) 


Lu th good fight of faith, and laying hold of eters 
| | e ö : 


14. Is thy faith ig = dycn. Filled 
with the energy of love ? Doſt thou love God ?I 


do not ſay, above all things; for it is both an unſcrip- 


tural and an ambiguous expreſſion : but with all thy 
heart, and with all thy mind, and with all thy foul and 
with all thy ftrength ? Doſt thou ſeek all thy happi- 


- neſs in him alone ? And doſt thou find what thou 
ſeekeſt ? Does thy ſoul continually magnify the Lord, 


and thy ſpirit rejoice in God thy Saviour ? Heving 


learned in every thing to give thanks, doſt thou fin 


it it a joyful and pleaſant thing to be thankful ? Is God 
the center of thy foul ? The ſum of all ths defires p 


Art thou accordingly laying uþ thy treaſures in heaven, 


and counting all things elſe dung and drofſs ? Hath the 
love of God caſt the love of the world out of thy 
foul! then thou art crucified to the world. Thou art 
dead to all below, and thy life is hid with Chriſt in God, 

25. Art thou employed in doing not thy own will, 
but the will of him that ſent thee p Of him that ſent 
thee down to ſojourn here a while, to ſpend a few 
days in a ſtrange land, till having finiſhed the 
work he hath given thee to do, thou return to thy 
father's houſe ? Is thy meat and drink to do the will 
of thy father which ts in heaven ?Is thine eye page in all 
things P Always fixt on him ? Always looking unto 
Jeſus ? Doſt thou point at him in whatſoever thou 
doſt ? In all thy labour, thy buſineſs, thy conver- 
ſation ? Aiming only at the glory of God in all p 
Whatſoever thou doſt, either in word or deed, doing it 
all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks unto 


God even the father through him ? 


16. Does the love of God conſtrain thee to 


' ſerve him with fear To rejoice unto him withreverence? 


Art thou more afraid of diſpleaſing God, than 
either of death or hell ? Is nothing lo terrible to 
thee as the thought of ofending the eyes of his glory p 
Upoh this ground doſt thou hate all evil ways ; every 


 tranlgrefion of his holy and perfect law ? And 


herein 


"$544 5} 

hereinexerciſe thyſelf, to have a confeience void of 
Fence towards God, and toward man f | 
17. Is thy heart right towards thy neighbour ? 
Dol thou love as thyſelf, all mankind without excep- 
tion ? If you love thoſe only that love you, what thank 
have you ? Do you love your enemies ? Is your ſoul full 
of good-will, of tender affection towards them ? 
Do you love even the enemies of God ? The un- 
thankful and unholy ? Do your bowels yearn aver 
them ? Could you wiſh yourſelf (temporally) accurft 
for their ſake ? And do you ſhew this, by bleffing 
them that curſe you, and proying for thoſe that deſpite» 
Fully uſe you and perſecuteyou F 

18, Doyou ſhew your love by your works ? 


While you have time, as you have 8 | 


do you in fact do good to all men, neighbours or 


ſtrangers, friends or enemies, good or bad? Do 


them all the good you can ? Endeavouring to ſup. 
ply all their wants, aſſiſting them both in body 
and ſoul, to the uttermoſt o 8 
art thus minded, may every Chriſtian ſay, yea, If 
thou art but ſincerely deſirous of it, and following 
on till thou attain, then thy keart is right, as my 
heart is with thy heart. | 

II. 1.-1f it be, give me thy hand. I do not mean, © Be 
of my opinion. Lou need not. I do not expect 
nor deſire it. Neither do I mean « I will be of 
your opinion.“ 1 cannot, It does not depend on 
my choice: I can no more think, than I can ſee or 
hear as I will, Keep you your opinion, I mine: 
and that as ſteadily as ever, You need not even 
endeavour to come over to me, or bring me over to 
you, I do not defire you to diſpute thoſe points, or 
to hear or ſpeak one word concerning them, Let 
all opinions alone on one fide and the other, Only 
give me thy hand, 

2, I do not mean, © Embrace my modes of wor- 
ſhip ; or I will embrace yours.” This alſo is a 
thing which does not depend either on your choice 
or mine. We muſt both act, as each is fully per- 


ſuaded in his own mind, Hold you faſt that which 


you believe to be moſt acceptable to God, and 1 w - 


our power ? If thou 


10 
8 


F 6 | 
do the ſame, I believe the epi/copal form of church: 
"I overnment to be ſcriptural and. apoſtolical. If 
pou think the Preſbyterian or Independent is better, 


. think ſo ſtill and act accordingly, I believe in- 
fants ought to be baptized, and that this may be 
done either by dipping or ſprinkling. If you are. 
otherwiſe perſuaded, be ſo Nin, and follow your 
own perſuaſion, It appears to me, that forms of 

prayer are of excellent uſe, particularly in the great 

_ congregation, , If you judge extemporary prayer 
to be of more uſe, act ROY to your own judg- 
ment, My ſentiment is, that I ought not to forbid .. 
water wherein perſons may be baptized : and that 
I ought to eat bread and drink wine, as a memorial 
of my dying maſter, However, if you are not con- 

vinced of this, act according to the light you have. 
I have no deſire to diſpute with you one moment, 
upon any of the preceding heads, Let all theſe 
Imaller points ſtand aſide Let them never come 
into ſight. ' If thine heart is as my heart, if thou loveſt 
01 and all mankind, I aſk no more: Give me thine 
ana. | 3 : V8 4 bt 
8. 1 mean, firſt, love me, And that only as 
thou loveſt all mankind ; not only as thou loveſt _ 
thine enemies, or the enemies of God, thoſe that 
hate thee, that deſpitefully uſe thee and * thee 
Not only as a ſtranger, as one whom thou know- 
eſt neither good nor evil. I am not ſatisfied with 
this, No: 1/ thine heart be right, as mine with thy heart, 
then love me with a very tender affeftion, as a 
friend that is cloſer than a brother; as a brother in 
Chriſt, a fellow-citizen of the new Jeruſalem, a fel- 
low-ſoldier engaged in the ſame warfare, under the 
ſame captain of our ſalvation, Love me as a com- 
zanion in the kingdom and patience of Jeſus, and 
a joint-heir of his glory. | OG | 
4. Love me (but in a higher degree than thou doſt 
the bulk of mankind) with the love that is long- 
ſuffering and kind, that is patient, if I am ignorant 
and out of the way, bearing and not increaſing my 
burthen, and is tender, ſoft and compaſſionate {till ; 
that envicth not, if at any time it pleaſe God, to proſ- 
FE * Per 
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per me in this work even more than thee, Love. 
me with the love that is not provoked either at my 
follies or infirmities ; or even at my acting (if it 
' ſhould ſometimes ſo appear to thee) not according 
to the will of God, ve me ſo as to think no evil 
of me, to put away all jealouſy and evil ſurmiſing. 
Love me with the love that covereth all things, that 
never reveals either my faults or infirmities ; that 
believeth all things, is always willing to think the beſt, 
to put the faireſt conſtruftion on all my words and 
actions: that hopeth all things; either that the thing 
related was never done; or not done with ſuch cir- 
cumſtances as are related: or at leaſt,” that it was 
done with a good intention : or in ſudden ſtreſs of 
temptation, And hope to the end, that Whatever 
is amiſs, will by the grace of God be corrected, and 
whatever is wanted ſupplied, through the riches of 
his mercy in Chriſt fore HFA | 15 
5. I mean, ſecondly, commend me to Gop in all 
thy prayers, wreſtle with him in my behalf, that he 
would ſpeedily correct what he ſees amiſs, and ſup- 
ply what is wanting in me. In thy neareſt acceſs 
to the throne of grace, beg of him who is then very 
preſent with thee, that my heart may be more as 
thy heart, more right both toward God and toward 
man: that I may have a fuller conviction of things 
not ſeen, and a ſtyonger view of the love of Godin 
Chriſt Jeſus : may more ſteadily walk by faith, not 
by ſight, and more earneſtly graſp eternal life, 
Pray that the love of God and all mankind, may 
be more largely poured into my heart ; that I may 
be more fervent and active in doing the will of 
my father which is in heaven: more zealous of 
good works, and more careful to abſtain from all 
appearance of evil, 
6. I mean, thirdly, provoke me to love and good 
works, Second thy prayer as thou haſt opportu- 
nity, by ſpeaking to me in love whatſoever thou 
believeſt to be for my ſoul's health. Quicken me 
in the work which God has given me to do, and 
inſtruct mo how to do it more perfectly. Vea, 
rot 3 ſmite 
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An deed and in truth. 


or diſtreſs, but give them a chearful and effeftual 
_ affiſtance, that t ey may glorify God on thy be- 


with bis: the ſame I am ready, by the grace , of 


mate groſly miſunder 


vent any ſuch miſapplications, 


N . 
| eil at S803 dd it” err {ants en "0p 
mlt ne friend and reprove me, wberkit lover L ap- 


pear to thee, to be doing rather my own will than * 


the will of him that ſent me. O ſpeak and ſpare 


whatever thou believeſt may , conduce, either 
e amending my faults, the ſtrengthning my N 


weakneſs, the building me up 05 the mak 


not, 
h 


ing we more it in apy kind for the maſter's ule, © 

7. I mean, laſtly, W al not in word only, but 

. th. So. far as in conſcience thou 
canſt (retaining fill hy own opinions, and thy own. 
manner of worſhipping God) join with me in the 
work of God, and fa us go on hand in hand, And 
thus far, it is certain, thou mayeſt go. Speak ho- 
nourably wherever thou art, of the work of Cod 
by whomſoeyer he works, and:kindly of his meſ- 


ſengers, And if it be in th power not only ſym- : 
vithice with them when KL are in any difficulty ' 3 


eee eee 
8. Two things mould be obſerved, with regard to 
what, has been ſpoken under this laſt bead, Ihe 
one, that WHaiſoever love, whatſoever offices of 
love, whatſoever-ſpiritual or temporal aſſiſtance, I 
claim; from him whoſe heart nen my heart is 


= 
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God, according to my meaſure, to give him, he 
other, that I have_not made this claim in behalf of 
myſelf only, but of all, whoſe- heart is right toward 
God and. Man, that we may all love one another, 
as, Chrill bath loved 69. 
| One inference. we may make from what 
has been ſaid, We may learn from hence, what is 
Tl ENT es 
There is {carce any expreſſion which has been 

foods aad more dangerouſly. 
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milapplied than this. But it will be eaſy for any. 
who calmly conſider the preceding obſeryations, to 
currett any fuch miſapprehenſions of it, and io pre- 
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a. 


For. 


\ 
1,26. ). 
Fot from Whene che may learn, firſt, that a Cay 
tholith Spirit, is not ſpeculative latitudinariahi/m, It is 
not aw indifference to all opinions. IThis is the 
ſpawn of hell; not the offspring af Heaven. This 
unſetiledneſs of thought, this being driven to and fro, 
and toft about with everywind of doctrine, \sagreat curle, 
not a bleſſing i an: icreconcileable enemy, not a true 
Catholiciſm, A man of a true-Caholick Spirit, has not 
now his religion to ſeek. He is fixed as the ſun in 
his judgment concerning the main branches of 
Chriſtian doctrine. It is true, he igalways ready 
to hear and weigh, Whatſoever can be offered 
againſt his principles. But as this does not ſhew 
ally wavering in his own mind, ſo neither does it oe- 
caſion any. He does not halt between two opt- 
mions, nor vainly endeavour to blend them into 
one. Obſerve this, you who know not what Spirit 
ye are of: who call yourſelves men of a Catholick Spy 
it, only becauſe you are of a muddy under ſtand- 
ing: becauſe your mind is all in a miſt: becauſe 
you have no ſettled, conſiſtent principles, but ars 
for jumbling all opinions together. Be convinced, 
that you have quite miſſed your way: you know 
not where you ate. Vou think you are got into the 
very Spirit of Chriſt: when in truth you are nearer 
the ſpirit of antichriſt. Go firſt and learn the firſt 
elements of the goſpel of Chriſt, and then ſhall you 
learn to be of a truly Catholic Spirit. 
2. From what has been ſaid we may learn, Se- 
condly, That a Catholic Spirit is not any kindofprac- 
tical latitudinarianiſm, It is not indifference as to 
public Worſnhip, or as to the outward manner of 
129 it. This likewiſe would not be a bleſ- 
fing but a curſe. Far from being an help thereto, 
it would fo long as it remained be an unſpeakable 
hindrance to the worſhipping of God in Spirit 
and in truth. But the man of a truly Catholick Spirit, 
Having weighed all things in the balance the 
ſanctuary, has no doubt, no ſcruple at all concerd- 
ing that particular mode of worſhip wherein he 
{ Jo ns, He is clearly E Eg this _— 
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of worſhipping of God is both ſcriptural and rati- 
e 


onal, nows none. in the world, which is 


more ſcriptural, none which is more rational. 
Therefore without rambling hither and thither, he 


Cleaves cloſe thereto, and praiſes God for the op- 
portunity of ſo doing. | Wo : 
8. Hence we may, thirdly, learn, that a Catholick 


"_ is not an indifference to all congregations, 
Th 


This is another ſort of latitudinarianiſm, no leſs 
abuſed and unſcriptural than the former. But it 


_ Is far from a man of a truly Catholick Spirit, He is 


fixt in his congregation as well as his principles, 
He is united to not one only in ſpirit, but by all 
the outward ties of Chriſtian fellowſhip, ere 
he partakes of all the ordinances of God. There 
he receives the ſupper of the Lord. There he 


pours out his ſoul in public prayer, and joins in : 


Public praiſe and thankſgiving, There he rejoices. 
to hear the word of reconciliation, the goſpel of 
the grace of God, With theſe his neareſt, his beſtbe- 
loved brethren, on ſolemn occaſions he ſeeks God 


+ by faſting, Thefe particularly he watches over in 
love, as they do over his ſoul, admoniſhing, ex- 


Horting, comforting reproving, and every way 
building up eachother in the faith. Theſe he re- 
gards as his own houſhold, and therefore. accord- 


4 the ability God has given him, naturally 


cares for them, and provides that they may have 
all the things that are need ful for life and godlineſs, 
4: But while he is ſteadily fixt in his religious 
rinciples, in what he believes to be the truth as it 


s in Jeſus ; while he firmly adheres to that wor» 
ſhip of God, which he judges tobe moſt accepta- 


ble in his fight, and while he is united by the ten- 
dereſt and cloſeſt ties, to one particular eongrega- 


tion: his heart is inlarged toward all mankind, 
thoſe he knows and thoſe he does not : he em- 


braces with ſtrong and cordial affection, neigh- 


bours and ſtrangers, friends and enemies. This is 


eatholick or univerlal love, And he that has this, 
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is of a Catholick Spirit. For love alone gives the title 
to this character. Catholick love is a Catholick Spirit, 
5. But if we take this word in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, 
a man of a Catholick Spirit, is one who in the manner 


above mentioned, gives his hand, to all whoſe hearts 


are right with his t. One who knows how to 
value, and praiſe God for all the advantages he 
enjoys; with regard to the knowledge of the 


things of God, the true, fcriptural manner of wor- 


ſhipping him; and above all, his union with a con- 

regation, fearing God and working righteouſneſs, . 

ne who retaining theſe ble ſſings with the ſtricteſt 
care, keeping them as the apple of his eye, at the 
fame time loves his friends, as brethren in the Lord, 
as members of Chriſt, and children of God, as 
joint partakers now of the preſent kingdom of 
God, and fellow heirs of his eternal kingdom, all 


of whatever opinion or worſhip, ex congregation, 
who believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrift ; whos love 


God and man; who rejoicing to pleaſe. and fear- 
ing to offend God, are careful to abſtain from evil 
and zealous of good works, He is the man of a 
truly Catholick Spirit, who bears all theſe continually 
upon his heart, who having an unſpeakable ten- 


dernefs for their perſons, and longing for their 


welfare, does not ceaſe to commend them to God 
in prayer, as well as to plead their cauſe before 
men: who ſpeaks comfortably to them, and la- 
bours by all his words to ſtrengthen their - hand, 
in God. He aſſiſts them to the uttermoſt of his 

wer in all things, ſpiritual and temporal, He 
is ready to ſpend and be ſpent for them; yea, to lay down 


tis life for their ſake. 


6. Thou, O man of God, think on theſe things, 
If thou art already in this way, go on. If thou 
haſt heretofore miſtook the path, bleſs God who 
hath brought thee back. And now run the race 
which is fet before thee, in the royal way of uni- 
verſal love. Take heed, leſt thou be either wa- 


yoring in thy judgment, or ſtraitened in thy ts 


(4) 


But keep an even Hate, 'Tooted in the faith» ee 
delivered to the ſaints, and grounded i love} in 
true, Catholick love, till thod art 'fwalldwed up in 
Jove for ever, ang cer. ee A $948) £1391 $1891 9 
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ow ee e 
IIe of all this e Strife, 
Theſe notions, fornis/and modes, and names, 
To thee, the way, the truth, the life, 
Whoſe love my ſimple heart Bere K. 


| Divinely taught, at laſt-Ifly 


W ith thee, and _ to live, and 40. 
12 i 4 n. f, 5 5 5 | 


| Forth from the midſt of Babel brought, 
Parties and ſects I caſt behind, 
Inlarg'd my heart, and free my thought, 
Where'er t > latent iruthel, find), 
The latent truth with joy to own;,, i; 4; 
And bow . alone. Ian 
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| Redeem'd by thine l e 
I taſte my glorious liberty, 
Vith open arms the world embrace, 
But cleave to thoſe who cleave to thee, 
But only in thyJaints delight, 


Who walk A 71 God in en white, f 
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IV. 

One with the little lock I reſt, 

1 The members ſound who hold the head, 
The choſen few, with pardon bleſt,- 

| And by th' anointing ſpirit led 

Into the mind that was in thee, 

Into the depths of deity, _ 


. My brethren, friends, and kinſmen theſe, 4 

; | ho do my heavenly father's will, . 

WK | Who aim at perfect holineſs, CADRE: 2. ü 
F And all thy counſels to fulfil, by 
Athirſt to be whate'er thou art, =_— 

And love their God with all their heart, - 

| | Softer {26 , Ek F 
For theſe, howe'er in fleſh disjoin'd, . 
3 Where'er diſpers'd o'er earth abroad. 5 

© Unfeign'd, unbounded love I find. £ 
BY And conſtant as the life of God : 5 
11 Fountain of life, from thence it ſprung, 5 
7M As pure, as even, and as ſtrong, 1 
3 4 | Y | | | f 1 
. | | VII, | Sy 3 
1 Join'd to the hidden church unknown, | 5 
= In this ſure bond of perfe&nels, 4 
Obſcurely ſafe, I dwell alone; 5 

ö And glory in th' uniting grace, 1 

. To me, to each believer giv'n, J 

Ss |. To all thy ſaints in earth and heav'n. 4 
5 
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